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Pilot program eases disposal of prescription and
OTC medications

March 16, 2017

With a new pilot program, residents of four Oklahoma communities can now properly dispose of expired
and unused prescription and OTC medications. The OK Pharmacy Drug Takeback Pilot Program is
sponsored by the Department of Environmental Quality and the Product Stewardship Institute and will
run through June.

With a new pilot program, residents of four Oklahoma communities can now properly dispose of expired
and unused prescription and OTC medications. The OK Pharmacy Drug Takeback Pilot Program is
sponsored by the Department of Environmental Quality and the Product Stewardship Institute and will
run through June. The pilot program will help keep medications out of the water system, while also
cutting down on the nonmedical use of prescription drugs. "Prescription drug abuse is the fastest
growing drug problem in the United States. Nearly 70% of people who begin using prescription drugs
nonmedically get them from the medicine cabinet of a family member or friend," said Lynn Malley,
Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension assistant state specialist, solid waste management
programs. "Unused drugs left in the home also put seniors, children, and pets at risk of accidental
poisoning." The service—which provides collection receptacles at select pharmacies in the
communities—is free, with no questions asked.
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