
Thank you for joining us! 

The webinar will begin shortly.
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1 A Brief History of 
PaintCare



Industry-Led Paint Recycling

• Created by the paint industry
• Subsidiary of the American Coatings 

Association (ACA)
• Statewide paint recycling programs
• Making paint recycling easy for households 

and businesses 

PaintCare is the nonprofit organization that plans and operates paint recycling 
programs in states that pass the paint stewardship law.



Origins of PaintCare

The Paint Product Stewardship Initiative 
(PPSI) facilitated by the Product Stewardship 
Institute shaped what would eventually 
become PaintCare.

2002 – 2008  
• April 2005: MOU #1 8 projects at cost of 

$2M public and private funding
• October 2007: MOU #2 elements of draft 

legislation

ACA and Paint 

Industry

State and Local 

Government

Processors
Environmental 

NGOs

US Environmental 

Protection Agency



Model Legislation Principles

• Consistency within the state and across states
• Level playing field for all stakeholders

Statewide Legislation

• To ensure sustainability over time

Sustainable Financing

• To allow program to establish uniform fee assessment

Anti-Trust Protection



Model Legislation Principles for States

Maintain information about 
program on state website 

Review and approve Program 
Plan, including financial reports 

and fee structure

Review and approve Annual 
Reports, including financial 

reports

Rule or regulation development, 
enforcement activities 

Ensure Compliance 
with Stewardship 

Law



Paint Stewardship in the US



How PaintCare is Funded

PaintCare (Paint Stewardship Organization)

Stewardship fee paid 

on paint sold in state

PAINT MANUFACTURER
PAINT COLLECTION

AND RECYCLING, OUTREACH, AND 
ADMINISTRATION

PAINT RETAILER CONSUMER

Invoice & purchase 

price includes fee 

Purchase price of 

paint includes fee



Fee Schedules 

$0.30–$0.65 $0.65–$1.35 $1.50-$2.45



EVENTS HOSTED

PaintCare 2009–2024

70+ MILLION GALLONS
COLLECTED TO DATE
…………………………………..

85% latex  15% oil-based

76%

2,424 356

10,213



Advancing 

Missouri’s Mark 
on the 

Environment:

the journey to achieving 

paint stewardship in the 

“Show-Me” state



1. Introduction and First Steps

2. Outreach

3. Challenges

4. Legislative Support

Bringing Paint 
Stewardship to 
Missouri



Introduction

• Council formed in 2018

• Planners from Solid Waste Districts 

• Group process to prioritize focus 
materials

•Workgroups formed for:

• Pharmaceuticals

•Mattresses

• Paint



First Steps 
• Partnership with Product Stewardship Institute (PSI)

• Communications with American Coatings Association (ACA)

• Connected with Missouri Department of Natural Resources

• Understanding the current landscape in Missouri for paint disposal 

 Facilities

 Mobile collections

 Haulers/Contractors

 General access

• Data Collection

 How much paint is being collected?

 How much are Missourians paying to safely dispose paint?

• Outreach Plan

• Legislative Sponsor



Outreach

Audiences
In-Person
Materials
Legislative



Retailer 
Outreach
Boots on the Ground 

Planners went door-to-door to talk with retailers about 

paint stewardship and PaintCare. 

Materials to assist included: 

• script for conversation with retailers

• Flier provided by PSI that was tailored for Missouri 

with contact information

• Sign up sheet for those that were interested in 

staying in the loop

• Sign up sheet to support the effort



What We Learned

Bring business cards

Collect business cards

Talk about “leftover paint”
Expect retailers to refer to office headquarters

Be organized, take notes



Local Government 
Outreach

We tabled at the Missouri Municipal League 
conference for three consecutive years.

By the third year we had become a familiar face.

Engagement Tactic:

Have a state map with counties handy and know the 
level of paint disposal service for each area. 

Ask visitors:

1. Do you know how to get rid of your leftover paint?

2. Where do you live? (Have them show you on the    
map)



What We Learned

• Collect business cards

• Keep “score” on the back
• Make it personal

• Most people we talked with are in support

• Follow up with updates via email

• Return as often as possible to conference



Materials 
The Product Stewardship Institute and 
PaintCare websites have resources you can 
access.

• Retail Information
• Various fliers
• Business Pickup Program
• State Program Plans
• Studies
• Legislation

Become Educated! 



Missouri
Specific
Materials

Map illustrates level of 
services state-wide

Maps compare services: 
MO & MN



Two page
ad in 

statewide 
magazine

“Missouri Life”



What We Learned

• Draw from PSI resources

• Keep it simple

•  Have additional information in case

(details on retailers, large pickup)



Legislative 
Support
Sponsorships 

• Rep. Jamie Burger (R)

• Sen. Mike Burnskoetter (R)

Support from ACA

• Lobbyist

• Attends legislative hearings

Support from PSI

• Staff attends legislative hearings

• Strategizing

Missouri River



What We Learned

• Get to know legislators; visit them in-person 

• Thank them!

• Make the issue of leftover paint personal

• Be prepared: last minute hearings, cancelled 

hearings, lots of questions, no questions!

• Educate, educate, educate 



Challenges:

Politics
Timing
Slow process:
  Be patient;
  Be persistent! 



Nadja Karpilow
Senior Environmental Planner
Paint Workgroup Chair
karpilow@marc.org

Thank you  

mailto:karpilow@marc.org


So now you have a paint program…
Megan Warfield, Solid Waste Management Program

June 2024
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Pre-Program Phase

Work with 

Stakeholders

Bill Passes !

Full program 

implementation

First annual 

report due

Stewardship Plans

Submitted for Agency 

Review & Approval

Stewardship Plans

Approved

1-3 years ? 12-24 months 6 months 6 months 1 year



Collaboration is Key

• Identifying essential partners

• Data to assist PaintCare’s planning

• Local government contracting staff

• Coordinating collection events

• Partnering on education and 
outreach

39



Regulatory Landscape

• How does your state treat latex paint?

• Can latex paint be collected at retail locations?

• Can oil-based paint be collected at retail locations?

• Are VSQGs allowed to take waste to a retail collection 
site?

• What are your state’s regulations regarding collection 
events?
• Who’s allowed to participate?
• What material is allowed to be collected?

40



Latex

- Households

- Business – any size

Oil Based

- Households

- Business (VSQGs)

Who Can Participate?



Non-Program Products

42



Paint Product Stewardship Policy

43

Allow [V]SQGs to drop 
off oil-based paint 

(hazardous waste) at 
retail collection sites

Collection of PaintCare 
products at retail 

without a solid waste 
handling or TSDF permit

Why do we need the policy?

It allows:



There will be challenges
• PaintCare still has not met convenience standard in all areas of the 

state

• Continue to recruit MRW/HHW facilities

• Minimize amount of non-program product

• Ensure all down stream processors in compliance

• Program promotion

44



Questions?

Megan Warfield

Product Stewardship Unit Supervisor

Solid Waste Management Program

Megan.Warfield@ecy.wa.gov

360-701-9683

45

mailto:Megan.Warfield@ecy.wa.gov


2 New Program 
Implementation 



Implementing New Programs



Best Practices

• Keep the goal in mind: consistent program where latex & oil-based paints are accepted 
from household and businesses at retail and other locations, mindful of local context. 

• Prior to program launch: resolve regulatory issues through state oversight agencies. 
Common issues can include rules against accepting oil-based paint at drop-off sites; 
collecting paint from businesses.  

• Allow for bumps in the road 
• Optimistic statutory timelines only lead to rushed roll-out 
• Allow for adaptation, a nimble program can respond to serve the public better 

(example: hard-coded vs. flexible convenience)



3 New Developments



Aerosol Coatings

• AB1526 in CA amended the Paint Stewardship Law to define 
architectural coatings to include aerosol coatings.  

• Collection to begin no later than January 1, 2027.

• Working to develop a plan to include aerosol coatings in other 
program states.

• Will seek to include in future states if possible.



HHW EPR Laws

Vermont California

Bill Status Passed in June 2023 Proposed in 2024

Key Dates
PRO Registration: July 2025

Program starts: 2027
TBD

Current Status

Comments ended in Dec 2023
FAQ and Covered Products List Updated in 

Feb 2024
PRO registration deadline extended in May 

2024

Floor vote possible
 June 2024



Contact Us

Jeremy Jones
Director of EPR

American Coatings 
Association

(202) 893-2212 jjones@paint.org



Q&A

53
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